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From the outset, M^zieres naturally chose Pierre I de Lusig-
nan as supreme patron of the organization. After the
tragic end of Pierre's reign and the chancellor's retirement
from Cyprus, he continued his efforts to promote the
acceptance of the Order in the West. In the course of the
year 1385, he initiated four Knights of the Passion, or, as
he calls them, four 'evangelists*.1 With unflagging energy
he succeeded in attracting to membership further persons
of high standing in various countries of Europe. Though
the list of names which he compiled in 1395 is not par-
ticularly extensive in numbers, it is very impressive in
regard to the variety and quality of its contents. Men
from France, England, Germany, Spain, Aragon, Gascony,
Navarre, Scotland and Lombardy, and prelates of the
Church had either enlisted or promised their support.
These included such influential people as the ' Good Duke',
Louis de Bourbon, the Marshal Boucicaut and the Admiral
Jean de Vienne in France, the Duke of York, the Count
of Rutland and Hugh Despenser in England, and the
Duke of Milan. Benedict XIII expressed his desire
to possess a copy of M^zi&res's work on the Chivalry
of the Passion.2 When, in the same year (1395),
Philippe was instructed to write his epistle to Richard II,
treated later in this chapter, he seized this opportunity
to recommend his Order to the King and the nobles of
England.
Neither his advanced years nor his seclusion hindered
the veteran champion of the crusade from promoting the
cause of Christianity whenever an opportunity presented
itself. As tutor of the young Charles VI he sought every
means to influence his pupil's mind and convert him to
1 Molinier, op. cit., I, 362; Nicofolisy 133.   These four were Robert the
Hermit 'messaige de Dieu et de monseigneur saint Jaque aux roys de France
et d'Engleterre sur le fait de la paix des II roys et sur le fait de 1'union de
1'Eglise et du saint passage d'Oultremer', Jean de Blezi 'seigneur de Mauvilly,
de Bourgoingne, chambelkn du Roy et chevetaine de Paris', Louis de Giac 'de
Limosin, chambelkn et grant eschancon du Roy', and Otto de Granson 'de la
terre de Savoye, chevalier d'onneur du roy d'Engleterre et du due de
Lencastre'.
2 ib., op. cit., I, 364; Nicopolis, 135.   'Le Pape Benedic, qui de son propre
mouvement a voulu avoir le livre de la chevalerie.'